1. Прочитайте текст и ответьте на вопросы
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Penza
Penza is a city in the Russian Federation, an administrative center of Penza oblast. It is located on Privolzhskaya hill, on the river Sura (falls into the Volga River). The distance from Moscow is 709 km (by train), 629 km (by car - highway M5 Moscow - Chelyabinsk). Penza has the population of 520,000 (2012), land area - 305 sq. km.

Penza was founded as a fortress in 1663 by the tsar Alexey   Mikhailovich in order to protect southeastern boundaries of the Russian state. Two years later the wooden fortress hosted as much as 3300 inhabitants. Many years Penza was a good protection from nomads and Nogai hordes, who attacked the fortress in 1668, 1680 and 1717, but never took it. As a blessing, the tsar gave Penza the Our Lady's Icon of Kazan, which was considered to be miracle-working and, according to the legend, saved the town from destruction in 1717. The Our Lady's Icon of Kazan is still the main shrine of Penza. 
In 1670 Stepan Razin’s troops marched into the town. In the 17th century new fortifications towards Saransk, Insar, Lomov and Syrzran were built. Early in 17th century Russia’s borders moved away from Penza, and the town lost its strategic importance, becoming the inner settlement.   
 In 1801 Penza became the centre of Penza district. Amount of noblemen and administrative staff grew enormously, and the town responded with opening of several educational institutions and active social life.  First theatre of Penza, which entertained local population, existed between 1792 and 1797. Early in 19th century there were three theatres in the town and a symphony orchestra, known to be the best in Russian province. Penza was the place where Russian circus was born in 1873. In 1891 first regional local history museum opened, and in 1837 – first public library welcomed readers. 

The end of 19th century brought railway to the town, thus boosting economy and cultural development. New industrial enterprises kept appearing, and latest technologies – daguerreotypie, telegraph, bicycle, telephone and etc – were not long in coming. First cinema opened in 1915.   During first years after the Great October Revolution severe fight against the new government took place: here and there numerous peasant revolts broke out, nevertheless the Soviet System was established in the Region in 1918.  During the Great Patriotic War Penza acquired more production facilities – a confectionery plant, a knitting factory and others. At the same time more educational, medical and cultural facilities appeared. The city supplied mortar armory to the army.

Modern Penza is a large city with highly developed infrastructure and rich cultural traditions. Its history is full of famous names – writers, directors, composers, medics, scientists, singers, painters and etc.
1) Which city is the capital of our region?
2) It is a very big city, isn't it?
3) How many people live in Penza?

4) What river runs through the city?

5) When was Penza founded?

6) When Stepan Razin’s troops entered the Penza?
7)  When did Penza become the center of the Penza region?
8) What cultural institutions were in Penza in the 19th century?

9) When was opened the first regional local history museum in Penza?
10) What interesting landmarks (sights) can travelers visit Penza?
Срок выполнения задания-до следующего занятия
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